ANIMAL CONTROL ORDINANCE
TOWNSHIP OF MAHANOY
SCHUYLKILL COUNTY, PENNSYLVANIA

ORDINANCE NO. 1- 2024

An ordinance of the Township of Mahanoy, Schuylkill County, Pennsylvania, establishing regulations for
animal control, animals not permitted, keeping of animals, household pets, and prescribing penalties for

violations.

The Board of Supervisors of Mahanoy Township, having been advised of multiple complaints from the
citizens of Mahanoy Township concerning the control of animals, hereby tops the following;

WHEREAS, Mahanoy Township has previously adopted ordinance 2013-1 dated January 7™, 2013
{("Animal Control Ordinance"); and.

WHEREAS, Mahanoy Township desires to replace the Animal Control ordinance and

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED AND ENACTED by the Board of Supervisors of Mahanoy Township,
Schuylkili County, Pennsylvania. It is hereby ordained and enacted by the authority of the same as the

following:

SECTION 1. DEFINITIONS

As used in this ordinance, the following terms shall have the meanings indicated unless a different
meaning clearly appears from context; '

Animal - any domestic animal, fowl, wild animal, or household pet.

Domestic animal - any animal typically or ordinarily domesticated or raised in this area and climate as
livestock, for work or breeding purposes, or usually or ordinarily kept as a household pet.

Household pet - any dog, cat, or other domestic animal typically and ordinarily kept in or permitted to
be at large in the dwelling of its owner.

Keeper - a person who manages or looks after something or someone.
Large animal - any wild or domestic anima! of the bovine, equine, or sheep family.

Livestock- any cattle, sheep, goats, swine, pouliry, equine animals used for food or in food production,
fish used for food, wild or domesticated game, or other non-plant life.

Person - any person, owner, custodian, firm partnership, association or corporation.

Small animal - any animal or domestic animal such as a rabbit, hair, guinea pig, rat, mouse, or chinchilla;
and wild or domestic fowl such as chicken, turkey, goose, duck, or pigeons.



Wild animal - any animal, including bird, fowl, or reptile not normally or ordinarily domesticated; not
typically or ordinarily raised in this area and climate as livestock or for work or breeding purposes; could
not be happily kept as a household pet.

Stray animals - any wondering or lost animals whose owner is unknown.

In this ordinance, the singular shall include the plural, the plural shall include the singular, and the
masculine shall inciude the feminine.

SECTION 2. ANIMALS NOT PERMITTED

It shall be unfawful for any person to keep or have any pigs, hogs, swine, horses, cows, goats, sheep,
roosters, pigeons, endangered, exotic, dangerous, venomous animals or reptiles, beekeeping or other
livestock at any place within Mahanby Township, Schuylkill County. Animals cannot be a health hazard
or impact the neighbor's quality of life, except in those areas of the township that have been designated
under Mahanoy Township Zoning Ordinance.

SECTION 3. KEEPING OF ANIMALS

It shall be unlawful for any person to keep any domestic animal, except household pets, except as
provided in this section.

1. Large animals shall be confined in quarters not closer than 200 feet from the exterior limits of any
dwelling or anyone else's property line.

2. Small animals shall be confined in quarters that shall not be any closer than 200 hundred feet from
the exterior limits of any dwelling or anyone else's property line. No free (range)-on property within 100
feet of anyone else's property line. Small Animals must be in a fenced-in area with a 4-foot-high fence
minimurn, no more than 5 animals, including household pets per household, dwelling, or property.

3. Person or keeper of such animal shall be confined in a closure sufficient to prevent such animals from
running at large. Such closures shall be of a size that is adequate and conducive to good sanitary
practices. Closures shall have sanitary drainage facilities provided.

4. Person or keeper of any animals that cause litter, droppings, and feces shall be collected daily in a
container or receptacle that, when closed, shall be rat-proof and fly tight. After every collection, such a
container or receptacle is to be closed. At least once a week, all litter, droppings, and feces shall be
collected and disposed of so as not to permit the presence of fly larvae, health hazards, or odors.



5. Person or keepér of any animals shall store all feed/food in a rat-proof and fly-tight container or
receptacle.

6. Dog kennels, boarding, breeding, ar any kind of business or commerce are not allowed in Mahanoy
Township.

7. Service, guidance, therapy, or emotional support animals cannot be nuisances or affect the health,
guality of life, and welfare of neighbaors.

8. Person or keeper shall stop any animals from constantly harking, howling, or making loud noises for
more than half an hour during the day or night.

9. All dogs within Mahanoy Township shall be licensed, registered, and vaccinated as required by
Pennsylvania state law.

10. Persen or keeper shall not allow any animals to run at large upon any street, road, alley, or public
grounds within Mahanoy Township or upon the property of another.

11. Person or keeper shall maintain immediate control of all animals in public through a restraint
system. (example: leash)

SECTION 4. HOUSEHOLD PETS
It shall be unlawful for a person or keeper to have any household pet except as provided in this section;

1. Household pets kept in an enclosure outside shall follow the provisions of section 3 of this ordinance.

2. Residents are limited fo owning no more than (5) five household pets or any animal or reptiles per
household, dwelling, or property. Mahanoy Township is not responsible for helping to get rid of animals.

SECTION 5. STRAY ANIMALS

1. it shall be unlawful for any person or keeper to harbor and feed stray, injured, wandering, or lost
animals.



2. Person or keeper shall contact local animal shelters or agencies to report stray animals to determine
the best course of action to alleviate the potential nuisance caused by stray animals.

3. Person or keeper shall report to the Code Enforcement Officer or police Officer if they witness any
violation of this ordinance.

SECTION 6. VIOLATION OF THE LAW

Any violation of this ordinance that violates state law can be prosecuted under state law or this
ordinance.

SECTION 7. PROCEDURE AND PENALTIES

Any person or keeper determined by the code enforcement officer or the police officer to have violated
this ordinance may be cited immediately or given a letter of violation by hand delivery, posting, or mail.
Ten (10) days after the letter is provided, if the violator continues to violate the ordinance, the code
enforcement officer or police officer shall initiate proceedings before the local Magisterial District Judge.
Upon conviction, the violator shall be sentenced to pay a fine of ($100.00) one hundred dollars plus the
cost of prosecution and restitution for the 1st offense. The violator shall be sentenced to pay a fine of
($200.00) two hundred dollars plus the cost of prosecution and restitution for the 2nd offense. The
violator shall be sentenced to pay a fine of {$500.00) five hundred dollars plus the cost of prosecution
and restitution for the 3rd offense, The violator shall be sentenced to pay a fine of ($500.00 to
$1000.00) five hundred to one thousand dollars plus the cost of prosecution and restitution for 4th
offense and subsequent offenses. Default of any payments of such fines and costs, to undergo
imprisonment of not more than (10) ten days. They also must come in compliance with the ordinance
within 30 days. Further, each day’s continuance of a violation shall constitute a separate offense.

SECTION 8. ENFORCEMENT

The appointed Mahanoy Township code enforcement officer or police officer shall enforce the
ordinance's provisions.

SECTION 9. SEVERABILITY

The provisions of this ordinance are severable. If any sentence, clause, or section of this ordinance is for
any reason found to be unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid, such unconstitutional, illegality, or invalidity
shall not affect or impair any of the remaining provisions, sentences, clauses, or sections of this ordinance.
itis hereby declared to be the intent of the Board of Supervisors of Mahanoy Township that this ordinance
would have been adopted had such unconstitutional, illegal, or invalid sentence, clause, or section not
been included herein.



SECTION 10. EFFECTIVE DATE

This ordinance shall become effective five (5) days after its enactment.

SECTION 11. REPEALER

Ordinance NO. 2013-1, and all amendments are hereby expressly repealed. All other ordinances or parts
of ordinances inconsistent with the provisions hereof are hereby repealed or rescinded.

SECTION 12. ZONING CONSISTENCY

This ordinance is intended to be consistent with the Mahanoy Township zoning ordinances.

Ordained and enacted into an ordinance at g regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the
Township of Mahanoy, Schuylkill County, Pennsyivania, this day of September 19%, 2024.
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